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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report proposes that the Committee uses its September meeting to discuss the need for 

strategic guidance to enhance and manage London’s green infrastructure and biodiversity.  
 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee agrees to use the September meeting to discuss with invited experts 

the need for strategic guidance to enhance and manage London’s green infrastructure 

and biodiversity, together with the need to define the scope for any further work in this 

area.  
 
 
3. Background  
 
3.1 London’s parks and green spaces let people experience nature close at hand and provide valuable 

spaces for urban wildlife. They are home to a number of important plants and animals which are 

recognised in the London Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)1 and work is being done across London to 

help protect them and deliver a number of biodiversity benefits. The success of this work is 

increasingly under threat by growing pressure on green spaces from development, the decreasing 

availability of public funding and reduced staff resources. 

 

 

3.2 A public discussion with invited experts would enable the Committee to shape the debate about 

future Mayoral policy development. One or more site visits hosted by suitable organisations could be 

arranged over the summer and autumn to give Members the opportunity to gain a better 

understanding of nature conservation and restoration objectives, as well as threats to green spaces 

and habitats in London. To inform both the public meeting and any visits, officers would engage 

with and consult key stakeholders and members of the public. 

 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.lbp.org.uk/londonhabspp.html  

http://www.lbp.org.uk/londonhabspp.html


        

 

3.3 Natural England, the government’s advisor on the natural environment, states that: “Biodiversity 

matters to London for a whole variety of reasons: ethically, emotionally, environmentally and 

economically. It is at the very foundation of our society and the basis of our economic success and 

wellbeing”.2 

 

3.4 With significant reductions in public expenditure and a shift to local decision making, local 

government is now less accountable to central government through national indicators and targets, 

inspection or intervention. Parks and green spaces may come under even greater pressure and there 

will be a need for strong political and managerial leadership to ensure that a range of biodiversity 

and other benefits can continue to be delivered. 

 

3.5 The Mayor's biodiversity policy for London remains the 2002 Biodiversity Strategy3 which sets out 

how the previous administration wanted to protect and conserve London's natural open spaces, 

maintain wildlife habitats and create more open spaces that are accessible to all Londoners.  There 

may be, however, a need to revise or replace this document to take account of recent developments, 

as well as to consider international trends and advancements in managing and supporting 

biodiversity and green infrastructure in major cities, together with the latest findings on the impact 

of climate change.  

 

3.6 However, a number of habitat restoration and creation targets for biodiversity have been adopted in 

the London Plan. Furthermore, the supplementary planning guidance to the London Plan on the All 

London Green Grid (ALGG) aims to promote the concept of green infrastructure, and increase its 

delivery by boroughs, developers, and communities, by describing and advocating an approach to 

the design and management of green and open spaces to deliver hitherto unrealised benefits4. 

 

3.7 Green infrastructure (GI) is a network of parks, open spaces, playing fields, woodlands, wetlands, 

grasslands, river and canal corridors, allotments and private gardens. It can provide many social, 

economic and environmental benefits close to where people live and work. Natural England believes 

that GI needs to be planned and delivered at all spatial scales from national to neighbourhood levels. 

 

3.8 Some organisations are concerned that a focus on infrastructure and a range of functions of green 

spaces could cause biodiversity matters to be “left behind” and they want to make sure a primary 

focus on habitat protection is included in any future programmes or strategies for green 

infrastructure in London. They have also noted that the leadership and delivery outcomes of the 

ALGG have been unclear, and that the ALGG was in need of greater promotion and integration 

beyond the planning system.5  

 

3.9 Furthermore, over 1,400 sites across London are officially recognised as being of value to wildlife. 

These are identified as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) through the land-use 

planning process in London. Most are managed by London Boroughs but some are managed by 

organisations such as the London Wildlife Trust. Nationally designated sites in London include Sites 

                                                 
2
 http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/importance/default.aspx  

3
 http://legacy.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/biodiversity/biodiversity_strategy.jsp  

4 http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/planning/publications/all-london-green-grid-spg  
5 London Wildlife Trust; London Biodiversity Partnership; The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) - informal 

conversations with scrutiny staff 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/importance/default.aspx
http://legacy.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/biodiversity/biodiversity_strategy.jsp
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/planning/publications/all-london-green-grid-spg


        

of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), of which there are 36, which are looked after by Natural 

England. 

 

3.10 Brownfield sites in urban areas also provide important refuges for a diverse range of wildlife, 

including many rare and threatened invertebrates, as well as a range of flowering plants and mosses. 

Nonetheless, they are often prioritised for development and receive little protection through policy. 

The potential loss of back and front gardens and therefore habitats as a result of new permitted 

development rights to build extensions to homes is also of concern.  

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 

 

Possible site visit destinations 

4.1 The Committee could visit one or more sites in London where green spaces and habitats are under 

threat or where they have been successfully conserved or restored, for example:  

 Brent Reservoir SSSI (where the West Hendon regeneration scheme could pose potential threats 

to the integrity of the SSSI); 

 Cat Hill, Cockfosters (where a proposed housing development could impact  on protected 

species within the adjacent SINC); 

 Walthamstow water meadows restoration project; and  

 A spring meadow restoration (e.g. Chinbrook Meadows river restoration, Lewisham, or the 

Queen Elizabeth Park wildflower meadows). 

 

4.2 External organisations such as Natural England or the London Wildlife Trust but also the GLA’s urban 

greening team will be invited to suggest locations and host these visits. 

 

Possible meeting guests 

4.3 The Committee could invite experts from a range of organisations to contribute their views to this 

discussion, including 

 GLA (Urban greening team); 

 London Wildife Trust; 

 Natural England; 

 Environment Agency; 

 London Boroughs (Environment and green spaces departments); and 

 Community action group or parks trust. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 
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